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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform fast, 
high-precision character recognition without the 
influence of missegmentation even if characters are in 
contact with each other. 

SOLUTION: A word area specifying means 1 specifies a 
word area from Image data by using key characters etc. 
The image data In the word area are normalized by a 
normsilizing means 2 and features are extracted by a 
feature extracting means 3. A matching category limiting 
means 4, on the other hand, estimates the number of the 
characters in the word area and calculates the 
complexity to limit a matching category based on these 
results. A matching means 5 matches feature data of the 
extracted word area against feature data in a word 
feature dictionary 6 as to the object of matching 
limited by the matching category limiting means 4 and 
outputs the recognition result. When chciracters to be 
recognize represent an address etc., the object of 
matching can be further limited by making good use of 
previously recognized addresses of a higher layer. 
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